THE  SCOURGE  OF  GOD

wound he became known as Timur the Lame or Timurlane.
He and his brother-in-law, Husein, gradually assembled
an army clad in Persian chain armour and carrying two-
edged swords. The Lady Aljar died. Quarrelling with
Husein, Timur demanded control from the Great City
up to and including the river. He defeated Husein and
was elected "Lord of Beyond the River and the Plains of
Turan."

Timur then married Sarai Khanum, widow of Husein.
Marching westwards along the Khorassan road, past
Nisapur and Meshed, towards the Caspian, he returned
to Samarkand to find that Jehangir had died.

On his way to stop revolts at Isfahan and Shiraz he
finished off what was left of the Assassins, soon afterwards
making a formal and bloodless entry into Isfahan. Rioting
broke out. He at once ordered a massacre, bidding each
Tartar return with several Persian heads. Seventy
thousand heads rolled in the gutter that day. Shiraz
followed suit a few weeks later and paid the same kind of
ransom.

Timur next warred against the Golden Horde, marching
across the Steppes of Siberia, the Land of Shadows.

Following in the footsteps of the fierce Mongols, he
laid waste the ancient canal system of the fertile Meso-
potamian plain, leaving a trail of stark ruin in his wake,
and capturing Baghdad. Then he took Tefcrit and dis-
tributed the garrison to his various regiments for torture.
Two towers of human skulls were erected with what was
left of the captives.

From Mesopotamia he marched against Russia for the
second time, and sacked Moscow. At the turn of the
century he invaded India, before campaigning against the
Mamelukes and capturing Aleppo and Damascus, which
latter city he burned to the ground, saving only one dome
that served as the model for the Taj Mahal, built by one
of his descendants. Returning to retake Baghdad, he
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